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REQUIREMENT TO FILE BEFORE BEGINNING A CAMPAIGN 

If you plan to run for a public office in Texas (except for a federal office), you must file this 

form when you become a candidate even if you do not intend to accept campaign contributions 

or make campaign expenditures. A “candidate” is a person who knowingly and willingly takes 

affirmative action for the purpose of gaining nomination or election to public office or for the 

purpose of satisfying financial obligations incurred by the person in connection with the 

campaign for nomination or election. Examples of affirmative action include: 

A. the filing of a campaign treasurer appointment, except that the filing does not 

constitute candidacy or an announcement of candidacy for purposes of the automatic 

resignation provisions of Article XVI, Section 65, or Article XI, Section 11, of the Texas 

Constitution; 

B. the filing of an application for a place on the ballot; 

C. the filing of an application for nomination by convention; 

D. the filing of a declaration of intent to become an independent candidate or a declaration 

of write-in candidacy; 

E. the making of a public announcement of a definite intent to run for public office in a 

particular election, regardless of whether the specific office is mentioned in the 

announcement; 

F. before a public announcement of intent, the making of a statement of definite intent to 

run for public office and the soliciting of support by letter or other mode of 

communication; 

G. the soliciting or accepting of a campaign contribution or the making of a campaign 

expenditure; and 

H. the seeking of the nomination of an executive committee of a political party to fill a 

vacancy. 

Additionally, the law provides that you must file this form before you may accept a campaign 

contribution or make or authorize a campaign expenditure, including an expenditure from your 

personal funds. A filing fee paid to a filing authority to qualify for a place on a ballot is a 

campaign expenditure that may not be made before filing a campaign treasurer appointment form 

with the proper filing authority. 

 

If you are an officeholder, you may make officeholder expenditures and accept officeholder 

contributions without having a campaign treasurer appointment on file. If you do not have a 

campaign treasurer appointment on file and you wish to accept campaign contributions or make 

campaign expenditures in connection with your office or for a different office, you must file this 

form before doing so. In such a case, a sworn report of contributions, expenditures, and loans 

will be due no later than the 15th day after filing this form. 
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